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The purpose of this newsletter is to pass along information
and ideas to help the Lord's servants as they minister to
others. Feel free to use any of it in your ministry

Thepulpit

“And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for
he was above all the people) and when he opened it, all the
people stood up:” Nehemiah 8:5

Just as the family altar is a spiritual thing and not a
piece of furniture, so too the pulpit is a sacred place. It
isnot thelectern, nor thelimelight that makes preaching
special. What happens in this sacred place cannot be
learned at Toast Masters, nor in colleges or seminaries.
Every man should no more be expected to preach than
every woman be expected to play the piano. And if
someone feels called to play the piano, lethim practice his
scales in private. Preaching is a sacred and holy thing.

Ezrawas “aboveall the people.” Those who see only with
carnal vision misunderstand the ministry of
preaching. They do not understand Ezra. Let them find
and read the text "Unto whom much is given, of him shall
be much required” (Lk. 12:48). I'm afraid that in some
places not much is required of those who would want to
preach. Somesee the preacheraselevated aboveall others
because heisonaplatform. Somesee Ezra “up there” and
do notknow what he is doing. Some see the pulpitasan
opportunity to be center stage. It needs to be guarded
from those who want to stand out. Some see the pulpit
asa “bully pulpit” where they may voice their opinions or
grievances.

The platform was not for Ezra. “And Ezra the scribe stood
upon the pulpit of wood, which they had made for the
purpose” (8:4). The elevation was not for Ezra, it was for
the Book. “And they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring
the book...” (8:1).
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It is not the table upon which we set the elements that is
sacred, nor is it the elements themselves. They are a
symbol of something greater. What is sacred is the
memory of the incarnate Word who became flesh and
died for us. There is something else very special in the
assembly. It is breaking the bread of life, preaching the
word. This too is a sacred and holy thing.

It is not for us to judge another man’s servants, yet I feel
compelled to remind those in Oversight what a sacred
calling is theirs and what they are overseeing. God has
entrusted them with the care and feeding of the sheep.
And if this is so, let them be careful that they do not
trample on the very holy ground from which they hope
God’s lambs should feed. “Feed the flock of God.”
(1Pet. 5:2). u

Sometimes

Sometimeswhen | read | think | hear thunder

and know | have tread upon God's holy ground
Sometimeswhen | read | am left there to wonder
As| think of God'slove and the grace | have found

Sometimes when | read | am prone then to weeping
At the sight of my sinand my Lord on the cross
Sometimes | am tempted to dance and to leaping
when | feel my forgiveness, seethe chains | have lost

Sometimes when | read I'm content as a baby

at rest at the bosom of a mother'slove caring
Sometimes not what is, but those things which may
be

I'm stirred in my spirit my faith rises daring

It'squick and it's powerful, sharp asasword

it pierces my spirit, this Word of the Lord

the joints and the marrow, the thoughts of my heart
Word inspired, incarnate, what a wonder thou art.




Sinsinthe Pulpit

“ Sudy to show thyself approved unto God
aworkman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightlydividingthewordoftruth.” 2Tim2:15

Sincomesinmany formsandsizes. Thereare
sinsthat areobviousand open, thenthereare
sinsthat only we and God know about. As
men calledtothehigh-calling of proclaiming
God's word we need to be careful of not
“walking worthy of the vocation” to which
wearecalled. A highcallingdemandsahigh
standard. Thefollowing are sinssometimes
foundinthepulpit. Letapreacher bewareof:

Ignorance- “study” TheKJV says“study”
the Gk says" spudazo” whichmeansto make
every effort. Some trandations say “be
diligent.” How mucheffortwentintothat last
lesson, sermon or message? Did you make
every effort to both gather the harvest and
glean from God' s fields? Did you grasp as
much as you could possibly carry away?
Thereistoomuchfor asingleharvest. Some,
out of ignorance fail to recognize the ripest
fruit. A cannon without a missile, a tailor
without athread, acarpenter without atool,
asower without aseed, afisher without anet
or boat, such isthe preacher who has not
studied and made every effort to bring the
essence and the fullness of God's Word
through careful study.

Arrogance- “thyself” We all are called to
show ourselves approved, not to show
ourselves. Preachingisahighcalling, but it
is best done by the humble. Let a man not
think more highly of himself than he ought.
Better yet, letamannot think of himself atall.
The“gift of gab” isapoor substitute for the
“giftof God.” A life-changingand ministry-
changing versefor many preacherswouldbe
John 3:30 “He must increase and | must
decrease.” Somemenwouldbemuch better
preachers if they stopped talking about
themselves(their last vacation, or last trip to
the holy land) and spoke more about Jesus.
Arrogance is an “offensive sense of
superiority.” Nothing will stop God from
working quickerthan pride. Bewareof thesin
of arrogance. Itisfoundin“self.”

I ncompleteness- Thereissomethingmissing
in some sermons. The words sound “all-

right,” but something is wrong somewhere.
Some lessons, like Saul’s armor, have not
been tested and proved yet. Paul speaks of
the preacher’s work being “approved.” A
brick mason must make hiswall square. The
mortar must be mixed right and laid down
evenly witheach brick placedwithprecision.
“Approved.” is “dokimos’ in the ancient
tongue and it means “genuine” or “tried and
true.” A product must be tested beforeit is
putinthemarket place. Sometimespreaching
rings untrue becauseit isnot preached out of
experience. Without calling attention to
himself, the preacher that rings most trueis
onewho seemsto have been there. Beforea
truthisready tobeproclaimedwemust “know
it,” experienceand livethetext. A preacher
may never actually travel totheholy land, but
we can soon tell if he has been to Calvary.

Irreverence- “unto God” All wedo, wedo
unto God. The preacher’'s job is not to
entertainor pleasemen. Godisnotjoylessor
against laughter. Some sour saints need to
“lightenup” alittle, asthey say. Atthesame
time, it should berememberedthat the House
of Godisahouseof prayer and not acomedy
club. Humor hasitsplace, andlaughter canbe
likeagood medicine, but bewareof toomuch
irreverent chatter. If achildasksfor breadwill
yougivehimastone? Winnow your thoughts
in prayer. Separatethe chaff from thewheat
beforeyour enter the pul pit. Somethingsare
sacred.

I ndolence- Paul cdlstheministera“workmen”
ora“laborer.” Good preachingiswork. Itis
hard work. Would afarmer expect aharvest
if he never worked hisfields? No, herises
before the sun and toils until dark. He must
till, and disk, andfertilize. Hedoesall hecan
and then he leaves the rest to God. A true
preacher has taken avow akin to that of the
apostlesinActs6:4“Butwewill giveourselves
continually to prayer, and theministry of the
word.”

Incompetence- “that needeth not to be
ashamed.” Whenthepreacher hasrisenearly
and labored in prayer and theword, when he
has watched a text grow from a blade, to a
stalk, and then an ear, when he has searched
for, found and madetheapplicationfirstinhis
own life; only then is he ready to share the
harvest with others, and needs to make no
apology for his efforts. But if he serves up

empty platesto hungry and hurting people,
he should ( | repeat, should) be ashamed.

Imbalance- “rightly dividing the word of
truth” A fieldthat only knowscottonissoon
exhausted. A good farmer rotateshiscrops.
What barely gives, corn borrows. Cotton
plantedyear after yearinthesamesoil will kil
theground. Greed, ontheother hand, plants
poppies. Opiummay makesomepeopl efeel
better and keep some men in business, but
such aharvest shall not truly be reaped but
in hell. Philosophy and psychology is the
opium of homiletics. The harvest of such
ministriesisoneof husks. “ Rightly dividing”
meanscutting straight. Paul, thetent-maker
knew the importance of getting his edges
straight if he had any hope of making his
seamssure. The good preacher can clearly
separatelaw from grace without destroying
either. His steadiness is clear and his
preaching balanced.

Not every man is a preacher. Every manis
calledto preach Christ, but every manisnot
apreacher. Every maniscalledtotell thenext
person they can about their Savior, but that
isdifferent than asermon. Somearecalled
and gifted. No onegivenagift canboast. It
isagift. Thepriesthood of the believer has
nothing, absolutely nothing to do with
preaching. It has to do with being able to
comebeforeGodwithout ahumanmediator.
Don't confusetheM ediator withtheminister.
Oneisthe Savior, theother isjust aservant.

[]

Good Preaching

"But he that prophesieth speaketh
unto men to edification, and
exhortation, and comfort” 1Cor.
14:3
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