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The purpose of this newsletter is to pass along information and
ideas to help the Lord's servants as they minister to others.
Feel free to use any of it in your ministry

Reaching Heathen Nations

| heard someone talking about “Backward Nations’ the
other day. While he meant onething, | thought of another.
He was talking about countries without fast-foods or
French fries, or where people “can’t even speak English.”
“Imaginethat,” | said, “Y esLord, deliver usfromignorant
people,” and he never had aclueto whom | wasreferring.
| have been in some of the places he was talking about. |
have been in places where people are shoeless and
shirtless, and placeswherepeopl estill tel| timeby theheight
of the sun. | have been in places where there are few
hospitals, no malls, and no running water. | have beenin
places where sewage runs in the street and where house
roofs are still made of grass. | have been in places where
eggs and cigarettes are still sold one at atime, and where
goat-power is more common than horse-power. | do not
consider any of these places"backward.” Someone hasto
go forward before they can go backward. | do not think
real backwardness can be measured by poor economics or
poor education. It wasof course Jesus Christ who warned
about the “ deceitfulness of riches.” Riches can mask real
backwardness and hide it from us.

Real backwardness, the backwardness that should bother
us, istheonethat isso closeto usthat we are unableto see
it. Isaiah spokeof it: “Ah sinful nation, apeopleladenwith
iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters:
they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the
Holy oneof | srael untoanger, they aregoneaway backward.”
Thisistheworst kind of “backward nation.” Itistheworst
kind because it speaks of a nation that had once been
something and now was something less. In our prayer
meetings, let us not forget to pray for the world’s most

backward nation. -
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Game Shows

The leaders were upset because Jesus would not play
their religious games. “But whereunto shall I liken this
generation?Itislikeunto childrensittinginthemarkets,
and calling unto their fellows. And saying, We have
piped unto you and ye have not danced, we have
mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented.” (Mt.
11:16-17)

Johnwould not play their religiousgames, and now Jesus
would not play either. Lifeistoo short and death istoo
serious to play games.

Today peoplearetryingtobemillionaries ontelevision,
and some have shown that they will do anything for
money. The networks call it Reality TV. The Jewish
leaders were playing games with Pilate. They brought
Jesus into his court and demanded that he try him and
condemn him. Pilate was forced to answer the most
important question of his life. It isthe same question
every man must answer. “What shall | do with Jesus?”’
(Mt. 27:22).

Pilatetried his“threelifelines” but they each failed him:
the 50/50, the ask the audience, and the call afriend.
Inverse 17 the 50/50 does not help. Inv. 20-21 he polls
the audience, but they were coached to give the wrong
answer. Histhirdlifelinewasto ask afriend. Heshould
have listened to his wife (verse 19) but instead he was
more concerned about what Caesar would say if he let
Jesus go free (John 19:12).

Pilate ran out of lifelines. He also ran out of time. He
made the biggest mistake of hislife. All thewater in all
the world could not wash away the stain of the guilt.
History gives some evidence that Pilate committed
suicide sometime between 37AD and 41AD during the
reign of Gaius. If hedid or not we cannot say, what we
doknow isthat he missed themost important question on
life's greatest test. “What shall | do with Jesus?”’ -



StrangeChange?

Do you have any change? No, | am not
talking about your pocketbook. | am
talking about in your life? Peter and
Johnweregoingintothe Templeto pray
when aman held out hishand and asked
themfor change. Thismanwasacripple
and had beeninthebegging businessfor
forty years. He picked out agood spot.
If that day had been like all the other
days he would have had alittle pocket
change for his effort at the end of the

day.

Now the White House wants to help
God'sHouseingivingout almsand many
are throwing up arms at what is being
caled “Faith-Based Initiatives.” Woe
to the church that is fooled by pocket
change.

God wants to give people more. When
thebeggar saw Peter and John, theBible
says that, he “expected to receive
something.” People have a right to
expect something from the church.
People have aright to expect something
when we preachers are making our way
tothepulpit. Too oftenthey get pennies
when they need power. Too often they
getreligionwhenthey needregeneration.
Too often they are encouraged to turn
over anew leaf when what they need is
anew life.

Thebegger asked for changeinstead, he
got changed. He was born again. By
theworld’ sstandardsthe A postle’ swere
broke. They had no money. But you
know they had something far better than
that. They said, “Silver and Gold have
I none, but suchasl havel giveuntoyou,
Inthe Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth
rise up and walk” (Acts 3:6).

Something iswrong when the churchis
no different than theworlditistrying to
reach. Something is wrong when its
marriagesfail at the samerate, lustsfor

the samethings, feeds at the sametroths
of amusement, worshipsthe sameidols,
and secretly longsmoretowinthelottery
than it does for the coming of the Lord.
In many churchesitistimefor achange.

Many think thechange should beinwhat
really amounts to nothing but cultural
pocket change. They want to change
our musicand makeit“ripyour face off”
rock and roll. They want to change our
attireand come casual (or careless) with
dress-down Sunday asthey mimicdress-
down Fridays at work. They want to
change the programs thinking that will
solvethechurch’ sproblems. Personally
| think thisisall off-target. God wants
change, but not that kind of change.

Salvationisachangeandtransformation
of life. “Therefore if any man be in
Christ, heisanew creature. Old things
are passed away, behold all things are
become new.” The message the church
first preached was “Repent.” (Mt.
3:1;Mt. 4:17;Mk. 6:12;Acts 3:38).
Repentanceisacorrection of dir ection.
The world is going the wrong way.
Sinners are going the wrong way. Now
it seemsthat the church isin danger of
going the wrong way also. Making the
church just like the world is the wrong
kind of change.

On the other hand, there are those who
are against any change. They are stuck
inareligiousrut. Contrary to what they
think, they are not stuck in New
Testament times. They arein acultural
timewarp. Somearestuck inthe1940’s,
otherspretendthey arelivinginnineteen-
century England. Some still wear
polyester suitsand beehivehairdos. Being
old fashioned is not necessarily being
spiritual. Godisasmodernand uptodate
as tomorrow’s news. Heis not “back
there somewhere” in Palestine or
Plymouth. He is Now.

Do we haveany change? | hopeso. But
| hopeitistheright kind of change.

Salvation changes us three ways.

1) In Justification we are changed in
our spirit. Our spirit is quickened and
made alive. Our spirit witnesses with
[God's Spirit] that we are children of
God (Rom. 8:16). In Christ we are
forgiven, we are “new.”

2) In Sanctification weare changedin
our Mind, our Will, and our Emotions.
ThisistheSoul. “Thelaw of theLORD
isperfect, convertingthesoul” Ps. 19:7.
Thisismorethangetting usintoheaven.
Thisisgetting heaven into us.

3) InGlorification our bodieswill one
day be changed. Thefaith of the early
church laid many a young man and
woman inthegravewithout grieving as
theworldgrieves. Today welivelonger,
but we seem to live less. The early
believers looked forward to being
changed "inamoment, inthetwinkling
of an eye."

How isour spirit? Isit at peace? What
about our minds, our will, and our emo-
tions. Arethey being re-made into the
image of God's Dear Son? How about
our bodies? Arethey theonly thingswe
pray about when we come to the place
of prayer? Perhaps God wants us to
change.

The first century (New Testament
World) thought believers "strange."
Today, the world hardly notices us as
we climb the Temple steps, and from
past experienceswith us"expectsmuch
toolittle.”"

Everytimel open
theBible | must be
prepared to change.
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