Mark it

Meditate upon it
Memorize it

Be Mastered by it

I B
(et into your Bible

The study of the Bible must be
“Applied Sudies.” Academic
study changesnothing. Academ-
Icscandissect thingsascoldlyas
anautopsy. Inapplied studies, it
Is the Bible that does the opera-
tion on us. Academics seldom
gets beyond the head. The Word
of God must reach our heart, for
it is there and there alone, that
the gears begin to turn and our
lives can experience its power.
The Bible is God's living Word
and it worksif weallowitto. In
other words, when we really be-
lieveit, wewill appreciateit and
apply it. 'When we apply it, it
works.
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BIBLE
WORKS
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Thereareseven questionstoask and onething
todoin order toseetheWord of God work in
our lives. The seven questionsare:

1. Isthereatimelessprinciplefor metograsp?
Learn to gently and reverently push the leaves
aside to reach for thefruit. Principlesare found
in every book of the Bible. They are guidelines
for living. They may bepracticed inthefirst and
last centuries alike. The fact that someone is
wearing tunic or arobe is the practice, modesty
and dignity isthe principle. We no longer wear
tunics, nor are we expected to, yet modesty is
timeless and always in fashion. We may no
longer maketentsor sell camels, yet theprinciple
of “do unto others as you would have them do
unto you” is just as valid today as it was two
thousand years ago.

2. Isthereasin for meto avoid, confess, or
forsake?

Sinisthegreat spoiler still. God hatesit because
of what it doesto usand how it ruinslife. Sinis
not always obvious. Satan did not ask Eve to
“sin” in the garden. He came to her with what
seemed to be pretty good idea at the time. The
fact that the subtile suggestion was in direct
opposition to God’ s simple command seemed to
be lost to Eve. God gave Adam one restriction
and warned him of the consegquence of ignoring
his directions. Since that time the seeds of that
disobedience have blown across the world upon
evil windsand havetaken root everywhere. God
has written the Bible to warn us about sin and
rescue us from its sorrows.

When it is obviousthat we have transgressed, or
violated one of God's rules for happiness and

success, we are admonished to make it right
without delay.

3. Isthereapromisefor meto claim?

The eye of faith sees them everywhere. The
children of God are wealthy for the benevolence
of God. Faith has its genesis in the garden of
God' s Word. If God promised it would be, it
must cometo pass. God hasfilled hisbook with
blessings and assurances that are there for the
taking. We need not be timid when it comes to
gatheringthemannathat fall sfromheaven. When
wediscover apromisegiventous, weareencour-
aged to cash it in. No saint need be spiritually
impoverished, filled with doubt, fear, or uncer-
tainty. When we discover a promise we should
markit, memorizeit, recordit, andbank onit. We
should be like Abraham who “staggered not at
the promises of God.”

4. Istherean examplefor meto follow?
Jesus coined the phrase that capturesthe essence
of Christianity: “follow-me.” Y et God hasfilled
the Bible with hundreds of patterns of spiritual
and successful behavior, as well as paradigms,
axioms, and examplesfor usto follow. “Hethat
walketh with wise men, shall be wise” said
Solomon. Tolsaiahhesaid“thisistheway walk
yeinit.”

5. Isthereacommand for meto obey?

We are men and women under authority. Weare
soldiersunder orders. We are servantswho need
tolearnto do “not [our], but [His] will be done.”
The Bibleismorethan abook of suggestions. It
isabook of instructions that must be followed.
The Jewish people called the Bible the Torah.
Torah means "Instruction.” Jesus said, “Why

call ye melord,lord and do not the thingswhich
| say?’

6. Isthere a warning to be heeded? Some
thingsthat are not sin as such; they arejust silly.
Foolishand carelessbehavior canleadtosin. For
example, we are told about the foolishness of
tryingtorunwhilecarryingheavy weights. These
arethingsthat hinder us. Weareinstructed about
the deceitfulness of riches, and the heart of man.
We are told about the dangers of trying to serve
two masters, or halting between two opinions.

7. Did | see God?

Adam met God in fellowship in the cool of the
day. Do | just see words, axioms, warnings,
truths? All thesethingsareliketheauraand glory
of The Almighty. All these are wonderful, im-
portant, neccessary, and exciting, but they arenot
enough. Look for Him. “Blessed arethe purein
heart for they shall see God” (Mat. 5:8).

One More Thing-

God’ sword requiresaresponse. Wemust bewilling
to grasp hold of that principle, or avoid that sin, or
claimthat promise. TheBiblehastheanswertoall the
important questions of life. It tells us about the past
and it revealsfor usthe future. It also shows ushow
toliveahappy and successful life, and it tellsus how
toliveforever. It must beread with faith in order for
it to do its miraculous work in us. After we read it,
after we have asked these seven basic questionsthere
is one more important question to ask and then one
important thing we must be willing to do. The ques-
tionwemust ask is“Am | willing to change?’ If the
answer is“no” then nothing much happens, but if the
answer is“yes’ then watch how God and His Bible
Works.



